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The renowned eighteenth century Austrian composer Franz Joseph Haydn was a dear friend of Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart and was the teacher of his most illustrious student, Ludwig van Beethoven. Known by his intimate friends and 

associates as blessed with a keen sense of humor, Haydn very often played the role of the prankster. 

 What particularly annoyed the Master were theater patrons who fell asleep during his performances. On the night he 

performed his arguably greatest work, the ninety-fourth symphony, in London he had come up with a plan to discourage 

concertgoers from falling asleep. 

During a tranquil section of the symphony, there is an unexpected loud sound of kettledrums banging and symbols 

clashing. Unsurprisingly, a patron in the front row who had fallen asleep and was loudly snoring awakened, stood up and 

began applauding. The performance had not yet ended. 

Haydn got the last laugh. 

The ninety-fourth symphony was then dubbed by music critics the “Surprise Symphony”. 

In all the accounts of the Resurrection of Christ there is surprise. The sixteenth century martyr, Thomas More, said that 

to be a real Christian is always to be surprised by the Resurrection. Although Jesus repeatedly predicted it, his disciples 

simply could not grasp what he meant by rising from the dead. His death on a Friday afternoon was for our Lord’s 

disheartened disciples the final chapter of an extraordinary life. 

The women who very early Sunday morning went to the tomb did not expect to find Jesus alive at all. Mary Magdalene, 

a key figure in the resurrection narratives, sat weeping by the tomb. She had merely come to pay her respects. Indeed, 

she had concluded that the Lord had taken from the tomb by his enemies 

“”They have taken away my Lord and we don’t know where they have put him”. 

The dejected disciples on the road to Emmaus confessed bitter disappointment that Jesus, the promised Messiah, died a 

shameful death on the cross. Their hopes were dashed. 

Upon learning of the empty tomb even those closest to Jesus, the Apostles, were skeptical and showed no faith in the 

resurrection. 

The question arises: What restored their faith and enthusiasm? What was the defining moment? How were they made 

fearless witnesses who spread the good news?  

Simply put, they encountered the Risen Christ. They cried out, “We have seen the Lord!” This unheard of experience 

transformed their lives. It is noteworthy that in the twentieth chapter of John’s gospel the verb “see” occurs thirteen 

times. They were surprised by joy. The fact that the Risen Lord allows himself to be seen is a gift of grace. 

Every sermon preached by every Christian in the New Testament centers on the resurrection. The gospel or “good news” 

means essentially the news of Christ’s resurrection. 

What does Easter mean for us? 

First, death itself is not the last word. It need not frighten us anymore because death is a passage to eternal life; God has 

decided that we shall rise as his Son rose.  Saint Paul reminds us in this evening’s epistle, “If we have died with Christ, we 

shall also live with him”.  Hillaire Belloc, the English essayist and historian, sums up the meaning of the Resurrection in 

his pithy remark “”We shall live forever!” 



Second, evil does not or ever will have the upper hand. By his Resurrection, the Father has vindicated Christ, the 

innocent victim, and assures that all those who have suffered for the sake of righteousness will eventually triumph as 

well; and third, resurrection faith claims that not only that Jesus rose from the dead but also that, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, he has remained actively present in the world and, in particular, in the life of Christians. 

At one time or another, all of us have been treated to sudden, unexpected good news. In considering the biblical 

accounts of the resurrection, one can only imagine the look of surprise by the witnesses of this singularly fascinating and 

mysterious event. 

In one of his sermons Pope Francis made a telling reference to the God who continually surprises us. He said, “Christian 

faith is a grace and can be perceived only in the hearts of those willing to be surprised by the joy of the resurrection.” 

Is the resurrection of Jesus to good to be true? Certainly not for those who have not lost the gift of wonder and are open 

to the surprises in life that delight and transform us. 

 

 

 


